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SIR, 2 
—Hough a different apprehenſion of the matter 
ſo hotly debated amongſt the Commons, has be» 
got a difference of judgment betwixt you and 
me, yet has it not wrought ſach a diſtance of affection, but 
that I can readily be reconciled, and return to perform 
ſuch Offices of Kindneſs, as an old friendſhip does require 
and fuggeſt to me. — | 8 

I told you aſſoon as I could diſcern it, that your 
own credality had delivered you up to weak Deluſions; 
that ſuch as could be warpt in their Principles, and de- 
ny their Faith to the ſolemn Declarations of their pious 
Princes , *twas but juſt God ſhould ſuffer them to be 
impos'd upon, by the Fraud and Artifice of Impo- 
ſtares. : 

I well remember you ever magnified the Priviled- 
ges which this Nation has cauſe to boaſt: of above her 
Neighbours ; but withal, you began to propheſie that 
_ were but ſhort lived, and could not. be long en- 
Joyed. | | 
During the Reign of that moſt excellent Prince King 
Charles the Second, you were of opinion they might be 
ſecure to us; but whenever his Aajeſty ſhould expire, 
you thought thoſe Priviledges muſt needs give up the 
Ghoſt, and be buried in the fame grave with him: We 
ſhould then be robb'd of this our Zxg/;ſh Birth-right, 
which would be utterly loft to our Poſterity, if we did 
not preſently provide to put them into the ſecurity of 
a Commonwealth, | 
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ſued in conformity to it) you might with a little art 


tion have acquainted. your ſelf, that ſuch as inform'd 
you of this danger, were the onely Felons who deſign'd 


to commit the Robbery. : | 

But when men are miſ-perſwaded by the cunning craf* 
tineſꝭ of ſuch as lay in wait to deceive, and begin to truſt 
to an arm of fleſhto. relieve them againſt the troubleſom 
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By which Diſcourſes (with the Practices which en 


furgeſtions of their own fears and jealoufies , commonly 


they forſake all the ” ra of Juſtice and Honour, and 

thinks tis the ſafeſt way to follow the conduct of 
their own imaginations , that they may compaſs their 
unwarrantablè ends and purpoſes. . 

In which caſe tis obſervab/e, God does often defeat 
their expectation, and encounter their Sacceſs with a 
croſs event, to make them know, that the world is, and 
ſhall be govern'd by his Providence. | 

I ſhall ever do you this igbe, that you never juſti- 
fied the Excluſion; nor did I ever hear you heartily 
contradict it, if the Bill had paſſed, I doubt not, you 
would have looked upon.it, as ſigned by the Decree of 


Heaven, and never haveattempted to draw your Sword 


to reſcind it. But now we ſee the change which your 
- Party ſo much. dreaded is come to paſs, and what fol- 
— the Succeſſion they ſo earneſtly contended to ob- 
4 d 
I cannot perſwade my ſelf, your Principles have 
made your head ſg giddy, as to think that all things 
turn round upon this Revolution; Are you not ſenſible 
tis firm Exg/iſh.ground. you ſtand on? We have a Par- 
Lament. ſummoned after the old faſhion ; and having 
the honour to be choſen a Member to ſerve your Conntny: 
in this Convention, I hope you have no cauſe to thi 
your: ſelf ſent to a French Academy, I mean a new 
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22 Power was to deſcend by an ungueſtionable 
Right. 
: Yet you ſee by the Authority thereof, our ſtanding 
Laws are ſtill eſtabliſhed , and theſe are the very rea- 
ſons which we are allowed, as well as obliged, to take 
in the uſe of our Exgliſb Liberties, Nor are our Pro- 
rties laid waſte, or made common by the Prerogative 
of the Monarchy ; the ſame Confines of Meum and Tu- 
um do ſtill inform us what we may juſtly call our 


. own. 


For our Religion, I could never miſtruſt the ſafety 
of it, it being the onely Religion in Chriſtenzlom that 
keeps up the Honour and Prerogative of Princes at the 
full pitch which the Primitive Chriſtianity ſet it at. 


If you look either into the Coyfiſtory of ſuch as call ge 5+ 
ſhort view 


themſelves the moſt pure reformed, or into the Conclave 


of the Church of Rome, you will find the Crowns of? 


Princes ſtuck with 7horrs ; but the Church of Eng- 


land has pluckt them out, and lined them with down 


and ſilken eaſe, that they may ſit the more gentle up- 
on the head of Majeſty. 

For the Defender of the Faith to impugne or op- 
preſs this Religion, were as if he ſhould disband his 
own Guards, which are ſet up on purpoſe to defend his 


own Crown and Dignity. f | 
In ſhort, our Lives and Fortunes, Laws and Liberties, 

our Property and Religion, are as much our Free- hold 

now., as ever they were at any time amongſt our Auce- 


fors ; and what can Subjects deſire more, when a Hing 


expreſſes an equal tenderneſs for their Priviledge and his | 
B 2 5 If 5 3 


own Prerogative ? 


Hebo! of Polity to learn your duty to an Arbitrary 
' Goverzment, though you have often ſhaken your head 
at the apprehenſion of thoſe hands into which the 
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II you ask me ho theſe things are ſecured to ug, 1 
muſt tell you, we have his Maje/ties Royal Mord and Gras 
cious Declaration for it, which are no les facred & inviola · 
ble than a Charter, which nothing but our own gailt and 
unworthincſs can forfeit; this is ſeconded likewiſe by a 
ſolemn Oath at his late Coronation : and becauſe a three- 
fold Cord is not eaſily broken, He. has religjoufly appoin- 
ted to meet his People in publick Parliament, to con- 
firm their Faith in the ſtecfaſt belief of theſe his Reſolu- 
#1095. 5 
No great care muſt be taken what affections you 

carry to ſuch Meetings. Morofity and Sulenneſt to- 
wards your Prince will not beget Accord and Peace, but 
Aaſtruſts and Fealoufies :. Emulation and Wrath, Animo- 
ty and Peeviſhneſs amongſt Subjects, will not make up 
the breach, but make it wider; ſuch Diſpoſitions there- 
fore muſt be depoſited and laid aſide, at leaſt left at the 
Door, and not enter the Houſe with you. . 

I think you are alſo obliged to be careful that you 
ſtart not the old Hare, which has been kept up ſ 
long for defign and exerciſe ; I mean, thoſe Fears anc 
Jealouſies which have been ſet on foot to evil exds and 
purpoſes ; if you hunt theſe up and down. the Houſẽ 
by your Votes and Speeches, and then ſend them a- 
broad in Prints and ſeditious Pamphlets to raiſe a cry of 
the Country, you will be deceived in the event ; Peoples 
will eaſily underſtand the Game you ſpring, and not be 
fool'd again into the old humour of following the chaſe 
with you, to open their Gates and Fexces to let you in- 
to their Freeho/d and Eſtates, to their damage if not 
utter ruzne. . 

If His Majeſties Word be of any weight with you, 
He has prevented your very Option, and granted what; 
ever you could reaſonably either expect or wiſh before 
you had an opportunity to ask it. Now 


- [5] 
Now you are ſalemui call'd to play your part, and 
all the eyes of the Chriſtian World, Which have taken 
notice of 
' therto, are now open to obſerve how you will perform 
3 | <4 
Forrein Nations are no Strangers to our late tranſa- 
fions ; and though you may be of opinion, our honour 
is not eoncerned in the value or eſteem they have for us, 
yet ſomething is to be done to keep up a fair Intereſt, up- 
on the account of our Commerce with them; and what- 
ever Republicans may think; God tells us, tis a Renown 
to he advanced to a Aiygdom, and tis a Curſe to be re- 


puted the Tail, and not the Head amongſt our Neigſs. 


bour-nations, yet this is the condition, fo many Attempts 
have been made, and fo much Treaſure waſted to re- 
duce us to, and that we are preſerved to the honour of 


our famous Anceſtors, we are obliged to the Grandeur 


of that Soveraign Majeſty for it, who rules over us. 
Our dae therefore ſnould here come in with a 
Quid retribuam 2 ſome: fuitable Retribution is to be 
thought of; let us no longer abet their practice who 
have encouraged the troubling of our Waters to ratfe 
Game for their own fiſhing ; and have amuſed us with 
Plots, that they may take the better advantage to de- 
ſtroy the Government, or cramp the Nerves of it: Nor 
let us barter our glaſs Reads with the Jewels of the 
Crown, nor make the Preregative to pay for a ſilly Pri- 


viledge, which in fine will do us more miſchief than ad. 


vantage. Mons | | 

Our Z7;/torian does well obſerve, that King Charles 
the Firf# never met with good Szcceſs in Parliaments : 
Were not his Favours returned with Aﬀronts, his Grace 
with Scorn, and his Indulgence perverted and made a 
Bridge to his deftruftiond” © Le 


* the ſeveral Scenes, which have been acted hi. 


Some 


Heylin. 
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Some would be glad theſe provecatiovs were forgots 
ten; but after Subjects have taten Arms againſt their 
- Prince, Amneſty is not looked upon as their pars; the 
Lijurious can neither forget nor pardon, yet if they be 
ſenſible of their guilt, and the wrong they have done 
their Soveraigu, they will ſtudy to be thankful for their 
indempnity. | | 2s ets. 
But our preſent Prince has been ſo far gracious as to 
prevent an expiation, ſo that our duty is not ſo much 
to atone as to careſs him, and it ought to be done with 
all imaginable z»ſtances of endearments. Ry 
Our cafe cries alowd for fructus dignos, the worthy 
fruits of Repentance; and indeed tis of that nature, 
that tis ſcarce capable of works of Supererogation ; 
for it ſurmounts them all in the demerits of it: Such 
Subjects therefore ſhould ſhew themſelves ſo ſenſible of 
the. «mworthy uſage offer d to their Prince, that their 
acknowledgements ſhould be more than verbal, and 
( though not as a penitential Commutation, yet as a pa- 
cifick Sacrifice) ſhould flow in with all poſſible cheerful- 
neſs, (like thoſe Oblarions devoted to the ſervice of the 
abernacle) till there was no room left in the Zxche- 
auer to receive them. | : 
I may tell you alſo, that Liberality many times is 
our beſt prefervative againſt Oppreſſſon; for a rich Prince 
can ſeldome be a great Oppreſer To oppreſs is ſordid 
and unmanly, contrary to the Grain or Genius of a Ge- 
nerous and Princely Diſpofition ; no Tyrant will put 
Chains or Burthens upon ſuch as are forward in their 
duty ; as the beſt way therefore to ſecure our Liberty 
is a free Obedience ; ſo the beſt way to ſecure our Pro- 
perties will be a full Exchequer. | 
We may remember the denial of Ship- money was a 
caſtiy piece of churliſhneſs to this Nation; all parfimary | 
- k wWw 
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will be now unſeaſonable, here will be no commerce for 


the-Niggard, but for the Brave and generous, that the 
world may ſee you come not as trading Strangers to hig- 
e at a Mart, but as kind Relations to offer at a Wed. 
g; for we are now in expectation of a happy Mar- 
riage betwixt the Prerogative and Priviledge. 
'Tis true, the Money of the Engliſb Subject is not to 
be taken away without their own conſent, but that the 
People give their conſent , is a condeſcention of our 


- Prince, and an eſtimable Priviledge ; for it enables ws 


to make a preſent of our Contributions, though it does 
not exempt us from our duty, and it ſhould give life 
and vigour to that duty, not be made a ſhift and ſubter- 
fuge to avoid it; being intended not to gratifie our A. 
varice, but to exerciſe our Generoſity , and ſecure us a- 
gainſt Arbitrary Impoſitions. | 

And not to conlent when there is good reaſon for it, 
is to act the part of Lunaticts, and Mad-men, to whom 
the Charity of the Lam appoints Guardians, to ſupply 
that conſent for their o- good, which their foo/ifh Obſti=- 
nacy deprives them of. | 

There is ſomething due to Cæſar for our protection, 
and Tribute is paid him upon the account of his Atten- 
dance to his Ofice ; and ſomething may be due from 


us, which cannot ordinarily be taken from us without 


our Conſext; and that Conſeut you are intruſted with. 

If we look to point of Equity, who ſhould bear the 
Burthen but they that help to lay it on? Qui ſentit 
commodum ſentire debet & onus; They that reap any 
profit by it, they ought to bear the charge of their own 
Benefit : And becauſe the wealth of the La, eee 
circulates like the Bloud in the Body natural, and every 
Member, is firſt or laſt, more or leſs nouriſhed by it; 
therefore all, in their Degree and Order, are obliged to 


aſſiſt, 
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weruments; Experience tells uw Neceſſity will make 
onc. „ 1 | 


In this Convention, Religion no doubt will be much or 


your Diſcourſe; as it has been in others; but Tam afraid, 
inſtead of making Religion their deſgu, there are many 


who have a deſign upon Religion; I pray think not of 


another Reformation, till you have removed the ſcandal 
of the fir. | 

They then took away much of the Revenues of the 
Church, and in many places, left no more to ſupport 
the Miniſter, than a Groom or Coachman would deſpiſe ; 
Ten pound per annum was thought a large Proportion ; 


they could deſcend to Twenty nobles , Five pound, nay 


to Forty Shillings; this brought down the reputation 
of ſuch Miniſters to the like eſteem. 

Hereupon, the Office has been beſtowed upon an an- 
tiquated Serving-man, for want of a Perſon better qua- 
lifted to accept of it, and ſometimes young Boys have 
been permitted to oficiate, who were no more fit 
for a Degree in the Schools, than for holy Orders in the 

Church. | 

If Ignorance be not the Mother of Devotion, God help 
thoſe who are under ſuch a Miniſtry,as can neither teach 
them to confute Errour, or defend the Truth; being no 
more able to. purchaſe a good Book than to underſtand 
or read; for he knows not how or what to ſtud), but to 
get bread to maintain himſelf and Family. 

Nay ſometimes, two or three of theſe Curacies are 
heaped upon fuch an unworthy Perſon, to make him up 
a ſorry maintenance; and having a Circuit of fix, eight, 
nay tem miles diſtance to walk or ride, his duty is per- 
formed ſo uſeaſonably, with ſo much precipitancy and 
| LT | diſorder, 
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$: Ifforder, that tis & qtieſtion' wherher it cbndudeg Worte 
tobe Scandal, than the Eaifrutiom tf the People'3 Was 
tts a likely way to promote Gods Glory, or the honour 
1 of his Church, to propagate the G el to ſerve the 7n- 
f tereſt of Souls, or ſet Chriſt upon His Throxe 3 © ©..." 
_ ©. Buthow came this to, paſs?” Some love the [Revenues 
of the Church better than the Service of it. + Some 
were ſo zealous for a Reformation, they were glad to 
embrace any thing that loo d like it, or came tecom- 
mended to them under that Denomination. Others ſo 
abhorred both the Name and Thing, that they ſtudied 
all the ways they could to deform it, and to trip the 
Church of her Revenues they thought the readieſt way 
to effect it. „ | 1 
And this was attended with a further miſchief ; for 
ſuch Families as were rais d by. Sacriledge, will ſupport 
themſelves by Sedition, unleſs you can ſecure them a- 
0 gainſt the danger of a Papal Reaſumption of thoſe E- 
ftates which accrued to them upon that account. 
'Y' | Hence alſo it is, that ſuch of the Clergie as live com- 
fortably upon the juſt Revenues of the Church, and are 
Enemies to Sacriledge, are cry'd down as Popiſhly-affe- 
fed, their Doctrine lighted, and their perſons had in con- 
Fempt. 
; Come indeed pay d dear enough for ſuch Church-re- 
venues; for wanting the courage of Naboth to hazard 
their Lives rather than their Vineyards, they were con- 
tent to take ſuch Church. revenues in exchange for the 
Lands and Mannors of their Anceſtors. | 
Such Gentlemen, having all the right that the Law of 
1 Parliaments can give them to what they hold of it, they 
| will not part with their Poſſeſion without a Compenſa- 
tion, nor is it fit they ſhould. 8 
I think therefore, it ſnould be the great care of ſuch 
= — | an 
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them z the Church, and till this be done, every Refor- 
mation that is attempted, will like the ref, end in Sacri- 
Jedge, and Nonconformity, to the further trouble and di- 
ſturbance of this Kingdom. 8 | 
The charge of ſuch a. worthy Parchaſen, if it were 
made publick, would be inconfiderable, twould compare 
with the advantages that would, enſue ; and. a ſmall 
ſock well managed, would by degrees, and in a. Hort 
time, accompliſh it; and were there a foundation laid 
for it, that would kindle hopes, encourage enduſtry, and 
invite Bexefaftors to the work. 
Good men had rather redeem their Countries from the 
guilt of Schiſm and Sedition, than to aſſiſt indigent Pro. 
jectors in raking up the ſpoiles of Sacriledge, to gratiſie | 
their preſent Awvarice with a certain (though future) | 
Ruine; and the accurſed thing ſhould be rather ſacri- 
feed to Divine Juſtice, then heaped up for a further ven- 
eauce. | 5 
F Such an Exterprizeas this, would deſerve the Titia of 
a Reformation; for when a worthy proviſion is made for 
the encouragement of the Miniſtry, this. is a clear. dee 
monſtration that we. haye a real value for Religion and 
Goat Service, and that we take care for the intereſt of 
Souls by. the propagation of the Goſpel; and why may 
not the Church be allowed to enjoy ſuch a Fubi/eg-once 
in fifty years, after ſo great a cry for Reformatiom, and 
ſo many pretences to advance it? 

Cana Parliament attempt any thing more honaura+ 
ble, than to ſupport Chriſts Church, and take care that 
the Gates of Hell may not prevail againſt it, either by 

Herefie or Schiſm, by Sacriledge or Prafaneneſs > And if N 
every Member would make it his ſtudy to amend one, 9 
we ſhould have no reaſon to deſpair. of a good Conſti- 
tution amongſt them for this work. + WS 


I 


| Cir] | 
We find that a ſubtle, active, and unanimous Funits, 
can form the Houſe and ſet up a Party of their own 
complexion, and carry on what defigy they pleaſe , and 
this is chiefly accompliſhed by framing Committees of 
a temper ſuitable to their project. Did they not ſoon 
after tbe beginning of that long unhappy Parliament, 
(without any Preſident) found a cloſe Committee con- 
ſiſting of Eight perſons , whereof no leſs than Seven 
were principal Contrivers of the enſuing Rebe//ion 2 
See the ſhort view of the late Troubles, p. 5 82. 
lf unanimity and diligence can make a Faction fo pre- 
valent in a bad Caxſe, why ſhould not a Loyal Party 
be as ſucceſsful in the management of a good one, if they 
exerciſe the ſame Courage, Vigour and Activity 2 
It will not be amiſs here, to give you an account of 
ſome of their Practices to carry on their wor; though 
ſome of them are ſo anwarrantable, that I cannot. le- 
commend them to your imitation ; however,it may be 
very juſt, and a point of prudence in ſome caſes, to gay 
off ſuch projectors of miſchief iti their own coin; Nec lex 
ef? juſtior ulla; nor is there any Law more reaſonable 
_ than to ſuffer them to periſh by their own 2 and 
this charity there is in it, that it may poſſibly bring 
them to a ſenſe of their guilt, and make them abhor the 
like practices for the future. | 
To give you ſome inſtances in this kind: Many 
good men complain of falſe Muſters obſervable at Ele- 
lefions, Some there are, whom the Law denies the 
_ Right of giving any Suffrage, who yet appear to raiſe 
the cry and make a ſhew, and enter their Names upon 
the Rolls to fill up the namber; J am fo far from com- 
mending this to your practice, that I would have ſuch 
perſons as ule it, branded with the name of Villain, as 
a mark of greater igromiuy than tis known by in this Na- 
tion. C2 Others 
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. Others there are, whom the Law allows a Right to 
eleck Members for that ſervice; but ſome of theſe will 
' multiply themſelves by an equivocal Generation , and 
make two or three Freeholders of one ſingle perſon But 

FE would not have you follow their example; for he that 

cannot be contented with a ſingle Vote, which the Faw 
allows him, but contrives «»jufly to make two of it, 
deſerves to forfeit boten. 

Here we are to note, that all men are not to be ad- 
mitted without exception; Forrezgners, and ſuch as the 

Law accounts Villains, (that is) no Freeholders, have 
neither priviledge to Elect or be Elected: And for the 

ſame reaſon, ſuch as have forfeited their Priviledge are 
to be weighed in the ſame ſcale; for what a man has 
forfeited he has loft, and what he has /of# he cannot 
plead the uſe of it thereafter to his advantage. _ 
But beſides the manner and method of Electians, ther 
may be a competition, and ſeveral. perſons. pretend. to 
be Z/efed: In this caſe the favour of a Committee (ways. 
very much; for many times they conſider not the 
Gentlemans Right who is returned, but how he ſtands. 
affefted, which has given a »ick name for a Title to that 
'Committee ; and inſtead of the Committee of Elections, 
they do call it the Committee of Afections: for when they 
thould weigh the matter of fact in an equal Ballance, they 
will put their grains of ellomance into which Scale they 
pleaſe, and make any Election valid to ſerve the intereſt 
of their Party. . 3 ne 
There was a gueſtion about the Right. of Flectiu xt 
New-Windſor; one Party alleadg d, that the Right lay 
in the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgeſſes, not a the- 
number of Thirty, The other Party pleaded ; that the 
Right of Election lay in all the Zrhabitants.. The com- 
 $63ition: was betwixt Sir Jon Ernie, Mr. Powney, and. 
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Mr. Winwoed, and Mr. Starkey. Mr. Starkey was a 
great darling to tlie Party for the Good Old Cauſe , and 
being choſen one while by all the Inhabitants, to bring 
him into play, the Right of Electious was voted to be 
in all the Inbabitants; but at another time, Mr. Starkey 
having got the better intereſt in the Mayor and Burgeſ 
ſes to bring him into the Houſe, the Title of the Inha- 
Bitauts was denied, and the Right of electing voted to. 
be in the Mayor and Burgeſſes; ( vid. Journal of the 
Houſe of Commons, p. FO.) | 
And here it is to be noted, that in this Debate the 

Houſe interfered with the Votes of their Committee: 
Nay, the Honſe can ſupply the want of an Election; 
for I have been informed, that when Sir Francis Withens 
was turn ' d out, Sir Miiliam Waller was voted into his. 
room Without that formality. ; | 

When the judgement of Electious is left to the Mem- 
bers themſelves, there is an opportunity for Clubs and 
Cabals, to make ſides and Parties, and raiſe a Faction, 
wherefore the Commons themſelves were not wont to 
decide the difference in ſuch caſes, but the Lords; and 
fo Mr. Seldex tells us in his. Treatiſe of his Judicaturt 
of Parliaments, and I know no better remed to prevent 
partiatty. 

What other practices have been uſed to corrupt and 
warp ſuch Afemblies ought not to be forgotten; be- 
ſides the poſting up of Gentlemens Names. who were not 


affected to their Party, and would not concur with: 


them in their deſigus, what menaces have been uſed ? 
what Tumults' raiſed. to fright- them from their du- 
ty? | N : 
” When the Bill of Attainder againſt the Earl of Straf- 
ford was debated, Fifty five of the Members were poſted - 
i for not aſſenting thereto, to make their Seats in the 
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 Edouſe as well unſafe as uneaſie to them; and this was 
the meaning of their Tumuits , Threats, and Menaces, 
whereof” you may find a large account in the ſhort view 
of our late Troubles, cap. 44. p. 583. 


The «ſage of the Duke of ARS was inſolent be- 
yond mate; and Mr. Gamul ( Burgels for the City 
of Cheſter) told him, that if he left not the Zows 
ſpeedily, he ſhould be committed to the Tawer, or knock? 
on the head by the Souldiers; and in purſuance of ſuch 
Threats, were not multitudes brought down to the doors 
of the Houſe by the inſtigation of Captain Yew: then 
a Member? Did they not cry out for Fuſtice and down 
with the Biſhops 2 Did they not aſperſe divers of the 
Peers by name, tor evil and rotten-hearted Lords > And 
inſtead of joyning with the Lords in a Declaration a- 
gainſt ſuch Tumults, did not Mr. Pym ſay in the Houſe, 
God forbid we ſhould diſhearten our Friends , who came to 
our aſſiſtance > Did not Captain Venn declare, that the 
better part would be overpowred by the worſe ; when 
their own Outrages were ſo great, that nothing could 
check the torrent of them? And when his Majeſty 
by a legal Writ, upon the Statute for ſuppreſſing of Tu- 
mults, letled a Guard at Weſtminſter, was it not voted a 
breach of their Priviledges > Did they not threaten 
to bring down greater numbers to carry on the wortꝰand 
did they not threaten to take the next remedy that came 
0h . to that effect the Reader may fatisfie himſelf 
more fully, if he pleaſe to peruſe the Bool and: Chapter 

"before-mentioned. c 
What affront s were put upon the worthieſt Members, 
and what i»ſolexce committed to ridicule and baffle them, 
is too ſhameful to rehearſe. I hope, Sir, you do not 
think that I can approve ſuch practices; no, I _ 
_ with-that ſuch Artiſts were proceeded againſt as Si- 
: t10us 
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Bous and Difturbers of the publick Peace and Govern- 
ment. 5 | | 

I muſt take voice of another practice to reform the 
1 Conſtitution of the Houſe, and that is by purging out 

| the peccant Members; and indeed, that Body-politick has 

as much need of ſuch a Remedy many times as a Body- 
natural, provided the infected do not ſet up for them- 
W and preſcribe the Doſe for the Sounder Man * 

ers. 

This has been the ſe and cuſtom at all times as occa- 
fron ſerv'd; and whether it be not as reguiſite now as at 
any time is the quæſtion; and certainly there is no bet- 
ter way than to compare caſes to decide it. 

May 11, 1571. Mr. Long a Burgeſs for Weſtbury in 
iliGre,was expelled for giving 4 J. to be made a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, February 1580. Mr. Arthur Hall 
impriſon d, fin d, and expel d the Houſe, for writing and 
publiſhing a ſcandalous Book. December, 1584. Dr. 
Parry diſabled from being a Member, by being commit- 
ted to the Tower for High Treaſon. Sir Robert Canne 
expelled the Houſe, and ſent to the Tower, for ſaying, it. 
was no Popiſh Plot but a Preslyterianone, Octob. 2 8. 1080. 
April 26, 1642. Mr. Gervaſe Hollies (Burgeſs for 
Grymsby in Lincolnſhire) expelled the Houſe for his 
free Speech againſt the Scots Propoſitions, for the alter- 
ing of our Church-Government, And in May 1642, 
when the Lord Digby's Speech againſt the Bill for the 
Earl of Strafford's Attainder, was voted to be burnt by 
| the common Hangman, Mr. Taylor (Burgeſs for Wind : 
| for ) was. expelled for ſpeaking his mind againſt the 
1 ſame. Alſo Serjeant Hyde 4, Auguft 164. voted to 
L be expelled and committed to the Tower, for not publifh- 
| ing the Order of the ZZouſe, as Recorder of Salisbury. 
And-December 3, 1642. Sir Sidney Montague — 
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the Houſe, for refuſing to take the Proteſtation to live 
and die with the Earl of Eſſex. Sir Francs Withens, 
Ofeb. 29, 1680. was expelled for promoting and preſen- 
ting an Addreſs of Abhorrency to. petition his 12 
for the callinʒ and ſitting of Parliaments. And Sir Re- 
bert Peyton expelled for ſecret Negotiations with the 
Duke of Tork. T7 5 
Upon ſuch grounds and motives were thoſe Purges 
given by thoſe rigid Phyſicians of the Hoaſe of Com- 


mons; and whether there are not Diſeaſes. reigning a- 


mongſt us, much more deſtructixe and deadly in their 
tendency and event, wiſe men may ſoon judge? I ſhall 
inſtance but in two; Firſt, the ext irpation of Church- 
Government... Secondly, the Exclufion of the Duke of 
Tork from his Succeſſion to the Crow. 

Are there not among 20 ſuch as have declared 
themſelves Enemies to the Government 2 I mean the 


Government as it ſtands Eſtabliſhed: Men , I ſay, 
who at Publict Meetings, and in the face of their 


Countrey, have declared, that they hope to live to ſee 
the time. when there will be no Charch-Government 
left in England, but what ſhould be in the hands of the 
Juſtices of Peace. Now I appeal to all the Kingdoms, 
nay to all the Commonwealths in Chriſtendom , to give 
me a Prefident to this purpoſe ; I mean, where any 
one has been admitted to fit in their Afembly or 
Great Council, that ever made ſuch a Declaration, to 
the Prejudice and Diſhonour of the Government , un- 
leſs he firſt gave ſatisfaction to it for his miſdemea- 
nor. 

And have not the Excluders put themſelves under 
the ſame predicament > For where the Government is 
Hereditary, ſuch as are Enemies to the Succeſſion, are 
certainly to far Enemies to the Government. * 

t | * 


Lijeſty. 


[ 
r 
<4 7 HR - 
* * * 
> „ 2 N 
4 * 


o 

Þ + 7 

3 7 
. 


4 On zh — 2 1 * > a 
r 7 S pe > 2 2 T9 22 \ N ; "2 3 
* r ” Sa N J ASOEREAD n * - ; 27 : e 
* hos x45 k ad 3 ? $436 / ext art $$: » of 5 551 5 RE «4 ps 
N . * $2 * - 1. I 2.8 . ot, S nw "Sa an * 7 : I 4 4 A * 9 
3 4 - « CER * — 1 p . N 7 » m3 3 * 
bu, SY . . we: 8 8 oof + « \& 4 . 42208 2 "ANT, CL SEES x 7 
x * 2 4 . ez . 3% ＋ I. 0 
5 . 4 - . * 7 # Re 
8 12 N „ : . '# 
1 * # 


4 * 9 Ea nd 4 * 3 r K 
12 4 28 . 1 * 1 K 83 * _ - 4 * 

* 8 OS - n * -o} * 2 - _— 

4 5 # 4 1 4 

q ; * 


* 
WE. 
* 7 

6 # 


= 4 > CAE i 
So Dae n oh Tt a — 0 n 
PEO. a» . Sy 23 1 1 
of a 1 fog b: I y 3h 
r 
"$5 


| dir William Fones tells ws, (if he were the Author P. 2. 
Ey liſh Liberties) the Law is both the * Meaſure _ 
and the Bond of every Subjecls Duty and Allegeance ; * 
. each mar having a fed Fundamental Right born with 
| _ him, as to Freedomof his Perſon, and Property in his 
late, which he cannot be deprived of, but either by 
his Conſent or ſome Crime, for which the Law has im- 
| poſed ſuch a Penalty, or - Forfeiture, Does the Law 
take care for ſetling the Eſtates of all Subjects, and 
none at all for ſetling the Crown upon the Right Line 
and Heir in Reverſiun? Bracton tells us, Lex facit 
Regem, that the Law makes the Xing; that is, it de- 
clares his Right and Title; not create it, (which is Gods 
work ) but recognize it. | 
Now how came the Duke to deſerve ſuch uſage, 
if Magna Charta be pleadable. on his behalf, as tis on 
the behalf of other Subject? Let the Excluders 
ſhew us by what Authority they exclude him; that they 
had not his own conſent for it, is out of queſtion: And A 
what Crime had he committed to make him loſe his | 
Title to the Crown > His znclination to the Church of 
Rome, What &er it was , could not make him forfeit 
it; for all the Perſons who did Grant and Ratifie this 
Charter, were of that Communion; ſo that his Exclu- 
ion, in ſhort, is not conſonant to Magna Charta, and 
certainly tis againſt the Law of God and Nature; and 
if it will not amount to Treaſon, yet. doubtleſs it in- 
cludes Perjury , becauſe it ſtands Anutipodes to our 
: ſworn Allegeance ; therefore ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall 
attempt to draw the Houſe into ſo high a guilt, whether 
it be out of fraud or malice, certainly deſerve to be diſ- 
membred. | 
What, ſhall we not exclude them from ſitting in his 
| Great Council, who would have excluded their Prince 
| _ ky from 


| ® Iz BEI A ASS . SEE 4 
n 7 


N. 
4 » 


from inheriting his Throne and Xingdow > I think a 
Loyal. Houſe of Commons ſhould not gratifie an = = 


Hed Corporation, by admitting their Factious Members 
to fit with them; they deſerve to loſe their Priviledge, 
who make no better uſe of it, than. to the prejudice and 
diſhonour of him that grants it to them:And how will wiſe 
men interpret it in you; who can ſo tamely admit fuch 
' Perſons * They'l fay you want either Parts or Con- 
fidence to manage ſuch altercations with your Prince; 


but you conſent to them that do it, and take pleaſure in 


them upon that account. 

They would have cut off ſuch a Prince of the Blaud 
from the Royal Line; not as a withered Branch, but as 
one rotten and pernicious. The Attempt was gallant, 

though they failed in the Sxcceſs ; they could not hin- 
der his Succeſſon to the Regency, yet ſuch 2 
may give him check in the Exerciſe of it: U 


therefore admit them of his Great Council, that they 


may have-a fair opportunity to do it; whether ſuch a 


Practice becomes ſuch as profeſs themſelves to be Layal 
Subjects? and whether it be a worthy Return to their 
bounden duty after ſuch an execrable Rebellion, and ſuch 
a horrid. Regicide as inſued, the world will judge? 
When thoſe men inthe Goſpel ſent their Committee. of 
Safety to their Prince to tell him Nolumus hunc regnare, 
was He pleaſed to ſend for them to careſs them for their 


Pidelity? Was He pleaſed to ixvite them to his Council to 


adviſe with them about the dificult Affairs of his Go- 
wernment > We find. no ſuch matter, the Throne olf 
Grace was then. turned into a Tribunal of Fuſtice ; and 
the Sentence was this, Thoſe mine enemies that would not 
that I ſhould reign over them, bring themout and ſlay them 
before my face. ST 3355 
Such as perſevere in a ſtubborn averſion to their Prince, 
8 | and 
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and die finally impenitent in their Rebellion to his Scepter, 


may atlaſt meet with the truth and juſtice of that Para- 


lle; therefore if nothing elſe can do it, let ſelf-preſer- 
vation induce us toreflet upon our condition, and forth= 
with return heartily to our Allegiance, and that will put 
us preſently under the protection of a gracious Clemeucy, 
and we ſhall be ſafe without diſpure. 

To return to the caſe of ſuch as have been expelled 
the Zoyſe, and the motives which were thought ſuft- 
cient to provoke ſuch high ſeverity, when I reflect upon 
Sir Francis Withens, his Mice, Place, and other Circum- 

Nauces, I queſtion whether he did in the kaſt exceed his 

bounden duty, in Penning and Preſenting that Addreſs? For 
*twas about the time, if I miſtake not, when the Raree 
Show was expoſed for diverſion and entertainment of thoſe 
who called themſelves the Godly Party; and Proteſtant- 
. Flails prepared and thought uſeful for their defigy - 
Sir Francis Withens was then in Commiſſion, and was to 
give the Charge, and his Duty was to keep the Peace, 
and to provide for the ſafety of the Hings Perſon, Crown, 
and Dignity : what was alledg d to juſtifie their ſevere 
proceedings, ſeems to me to be to little purpoſe. 

For grant it be the Subjects Right to preſent Peti- 
tions to his Prince, yet doubtleſs tis his Liberty to for- 
bear it; and if it be his right to petition, yet doubtleſs 
tis not his duty to petition what Vi. Mi. ſhall dictate to 
hint; and if one Subject differs in his apprehenſion and 

ſenſe of things, tis no crime to let his Prince know it; 
and when Petitions are ſet on foot tumultuouſiy, and 
when they are inſolent and troubleſom, and reflect upon 
any Princes Wiſdom and Fuſtice, and when they are 
ſuch as a ſubtile Sophiſter may make uſe of to evil ends, 

and infer from thence, that it is no leis the Subjects Pri- 
viledze than the Kings Prerogative to ſummon Parlia- 
| D 2 ments, 
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practices? | 5 | © 
For Sir Robert Peyton, his caſe: indeed /ooks foul and 
black, and his e out of the Houſe was of the 
very ſame complexion; I ſhall give you the form of it, 
as well for the elegancy of the Style, as the ſeverity of 
the Sextence by which he was expelled 1 
You ( ſpeaking to Sir R. P.) are abſolutely the baſeſt 
F men, and have committed the greateſt of Offences , for 
which you deſerve to be obliterated from the knowledge of 
all; being of a baſe timorous Spirit, you have endeavour a 
to caſt the Damnable Plot upon the innocenteſt of his Maje» 
flies Subjects, even thofe Friends that choſe you to fit in 
this Honourable Houſe: Tou have diſgraced your Honour, 
your Family, and brought ns Jae ignominy upon your ſelf 
that can never be retrieved. Tou haveforfaken God and 

the Country, and ſo, Satan being your director, you have 
imagin d, contriv'd, and endeavour'd to bring Popery into 
this Kingdom by the vileſt ways that the Devil and the Pope 
could afſilt you in; withal, jou have been out of meaſure 
ungrateful, and fled from the Principles of all honeſt men, 
aud have been a Devil from the beginning; and to bring 
your Diabolical purpoſes to paſs, you have conſulted with 
the Devil Gadbury , and hug'd the Witch Cellier, and 
have been a true Hypocrite, and have plaid a Prize with 
Religion for advantage. But why ſhould J. ſay Religion ? 
when you ne ver had any, but was ever a profuſe, ranting 
Hero; having nothing now left but the ſhape of .a man; 
whereby you are become nauſeous to this Houſe, and there- 
fore they now ſpew you out. 82 5 
Now the queſtion is, what this Gentleman had done 
to deſerve fo foul a Character ? it imports a guilt doubt- 
leſs of as deep a dye as the Spaniſh-Invaſion or the * 
x = der- 
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ments, why may [ not; be allowed to. juſtiſie my Duty, 
and make an Addreſs to declare my abhorrence of thoſe 
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providential Fire there broke the time and meaſures of 
thoſe Confpirators , and kindled in ſome ſuch a light of 
Convition, as melted them into a due remorſe, with an 
bumble Confeſſion of the whole Deſign. If ſuch men can be 
called Iunagceut, they muſt be made ſo either by an A- 
noramus-Fury, or their fight from. Fuſtice, or their dęſer- 
ved Sufferings ; and this is the Evidence we have for the 
Japerfetation of that Phanatick Plot amongſt us. 

Now 1.pray:refolye me this queſtian: If Sir. Ralert 
1 ing? 5 Cane 
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Came Was expelld the Zoyſe for ſaying there was no 
Popiſh Plot but a Presbyterian one, why ſhould not he 
be expell d who ſays there is no Phanatirk one? which 
is implied in that Charge of turning the Popiſh Plot upon 
the Presbyterians ? . 

For the terms of Witch and Devil, whether twas. Meal - 
tub · language, Ik nov / not; but I am ſure he was not mea- 
ly-mouth'd that utter d it: for, for any thing that ap- 
pears to the contrary, Sir Robert's ſecret Negotiating 
with the Duke might be to no other intent and purpoſe, 
than to ſecure his Royal Fighneſſes Intereſt from the At- 
tempts that were made againſt it, and how he might re- 

cover the good opinion of the Houſe of Commons , and re- 
gain the protection of their good Graces.” | 
But what was their meaning to unman Sir Robert, and 
zedevil him as they have done in that Sentence 2 If he 
were ſuch a profiigate Wretch as he is there branded for, 
certainly he was the-unfitteſt/perſon in the world to be 
employed in a 82 of Religion; if ſuch a perſon be a 
fit Advocate for the Church of Rome, then Dugdale and 
Dangerfield may paſs into the Catalogue of Good Re- 
formers. | . | | 
But upon theſe pretences Sir Robert Peyton was 
ſpew'd out of the Hauſe, as their expreſſion is. Sir, I hope 
that Chicten ſtomach will not now turn Oftrich ; if it 
could not then retain Lute- warm Water, J hope it will 
not now digeſt Iron: My meaning is, if Sir Robert Pey- 
ton was then ejected as à nauſeous Excrement, I hope 
they will not now vote them to be a wholeſom and nutri- 
tive Diet, who would have put the Body-politick into 
more dangerous Paroxyſins and Corvulfions by excluding 
the right Heir of the Crown. ä | 
In ſhort, when we conſider the whole matter, and the 
motious or groxnds. upon which the Honſe 1 Oe = 
s N ve 
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that to admit ſuch 


But this, you'l fay, may touch the Copy- bold of ſome 


great Patriots, who have ſtood in the gap as the Cham- 
* pions of the Peoples Rights and Libertzes ; but before I 


return my Anſwer unto this Exception, I mult tell you, 
I my ſelf was ſometimes miſſed by inadvertency, which 


I think fit therefore preſently to inſert for your cau- 


tion, that I may'nt forget it. 
An Ordinazce of one or of both Houſes is generally 
ſtamp'd with the Character of Parliament, and wears that 


Title which does not belong to it; for nothing ſhould be 
attributed to a Parliament,” but what is done calmly and 
foberly by both Eouſes in conjunction with the King as 


their Head, and eſtabliſhed by his Authority. 


A Parliament in this. ſence is uncontroulable, (and in 
this ſence enly)becauſe there is no higher caurſe or perſon 
toappeal unto for Redreſs; but yet ſuch a Parliament is 


not infallible, it may err, and the miſtakes thereof may 


be corrected by another that ſucceeds it;for an after-Parlia--- 
ment may examine ſuch matters of fact as paſt in the like 


Convention that did precede it;and if there be reuſon for it, 


try and cenſure the carriage of ſuch as had the chief hand * = 
in the management of them; (thus was. the — of 


ud 


Cromwel, Treton,&c. review'd after their death, and 


ment paſt thereupon)otherwiſe in ſome caſes the:Govern- - 
ment ſhould be without a remedy; and the greateſt Crimi- 
nals poſſibly go unpunifht; which is very «npo/itick and 
abſurd,therefore not to be allowed in Bodlespolitick. 1 
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but aggravate the Crime, not remove their Gilt, thougil - 


miſſion of tlieir ment. J%%ͤͤ . ein 
But among the number of your Patriot, I preſume 
there were more miſled than Leaders; för by Patriots, I 
ſuppoſe you mean ſuch as call themſelves the me/l-affe- 
: Fed,and the Godly- party; a ſort of men zealousand ferce 
in their way; that would run down all before them; theſe 
the vulgar Faction think have all the power, and therefore 
they ulurp the name of Parliament, to juſtifie their auda- 
cious violence; if theſe be the men you would acquzt, I 
could tell you of a Combination, and Pact of them; who, 
beſides an Ocean of bloud ſpilt by their Rage and Fury, 
have put the Kingdom to more expence of Treaſure,by a 
- groundleſs and obſtinate Rebellion, than all the Kings of 
England ſince the Nation became a Monarchy. | 
Who call d for the contribution of our Plate, not ſpa» 
_ ring. the: Servants Lones of Bodkins and Thimbles 2 Who 
call d for the fifth and twentieth part of our Eſtates, and 
monthly Taxes > Who exacted the Exciſe and Fearth-mo- 
ney 2 Whence came Sequeſtrations, Decimatiots, Compoſiti- 
ons at Goldſmzths-ha!l > Who ſpent Church-lands, and the 
: Kings Revenue? Who brought in the neceſſity of keep- 
ing up a chargeable tanding Guard, to ſecurè the Kings 
Perſon, Crown, and Dignity? Such as remember the Reyo- 
lutious of the laſt 40 years, mult lay all theſe at the door 
ol thoſe godly Patriots; and ſuch as will not ſee the tratb 
ol ſuch a matter of fact, I ſhall leave them to the mercy of 
the Faction, and the folly of their own Deluſions, and con- 
clude your trouble and my own with this regueſt, 
| —— 8. quid noviſti rectius iſtins ed 
. Candidus imperti, fi non, his utere merim 


for negſar of State it may accidentally promote the fe- 


